Atty. Docket No.: B0751/7024 



PATENT 





IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



ication of: 
orialNo.: 
Filed: 
Title: 



Harold M. Aznoian et al. Examiner: Beverly Meindl Flanagan 

10/658,135 Group Art Unit: 3739 

September 8, 2003 Conf. No.: 5402 

INTEGRATED ENDOSCOPE AND ACCESSORY TREATMENT DEVICE 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.8ia^ 

I hereby certify that this correspondence (and any paper or fee referred to as being enclosed) is being deposited 
with the United States Post Office as First Class Mail on the date indicated in an envelope addressed to MAIL 
STOP AMENDMENT, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



Date 



Signature Typed or Printed Nam 



Name of Person Signing tertificate 



e 



MAIL STOP AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



TRANSMITTAL 



Sir: 



Transmitted herewith are the following documents. 

1 . Information Disclosure Statement; PTO Form 1449 and 20 cited references 

2. Check for $180 

3. Return postcard 

If the enclosed papers are considered incomplete, the Mail Room or other persons are respectfully 
requested to contact the undersigned collect at (617) 261-3 100. 

If any additional fees are deemed due, please charge them to Deposit Account No. 50-1721, 
Reference No. B075 1/7024. A duplicate of this letter is enclosed for accounting purposes . 




Date: 




Registration No. 42,890 
KJRKPATRICK & LOCKHART 
NICHOLSON GRAHAM LLP 
75 State Street 
Boston, MA 02109-1808 
Tel: 617-261-3100 
Attorney for Applicants 



BOS-837215 vl 0506766-0224 



PATENT 

ATTORNEY'S DOCKET NO.: B0751/7024 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
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The undersigned hereby certifies that this document is being placed in the United States mail with 
first-class postage attached, addressed to: MAIL STOP AMENDMENT, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on AQ0L\L- ^ to ^OO 1 ^ . 
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STATEMENT FILED PURSUANT TO THE DUTY OF 
DISCLOSURE UNDER 37 C.F.R. $61.56. 1.97 AND 1.98 

Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §§1 .56, 1 .97 and 1 .98, the 
applicant requests consideration of this information disclosure statement. 

Compliance with 37 C.F.R. S1.97 

This information disclosure statement has been filed more than three months 
after the filing date of this application and after the mailing date of the first office action, 
but before the mailing date of either a final action under 37 C.F.R. §1 .1 13 or a notice of 
allowance under 37 C.F.R. §1.311. The fee of $180 as set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(p) is 
enclosed. 
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Information Cited 

The applicant hereby makes of record in the above-identified application the 
information listed on the attached form PTO-1449 (modified). The order of presentation 
of the references should not be construed as an indication of the relative importance of 
the references. Applicants have omitted from this submission copies of the cited U.S. 
patents and U.S. patent application publications in accordance with the Office's waiver 
of the requirement under 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(2)(i) for all U.S. national patent applications 
filed after June 30, 2003. See "Information Disclosure Statements May Be Filed 
Without Copies of U.S. Patents and Published Applications in Patent Applications filed 
after June 30, 2003," USPTO Pre-OG Notice, July 1 1 , 2003. 

Explanation of Non-English Language References and 
Remarks Concerning Other Information Cited 

The following is a concise explanation of the relevance of each non-English 
language reference listed on the attached form PTO-1449 (modified): 

DE 3909999A1 is a German language document. A machine translation is 
provided. 

JP 7-136177 is a Japanese language document. A Derwent English abstract is 
provided. 

Remarks 

A copy of each of the above-identified information is enclosed unless otherwise 
indicated on the attached form PTO-1449 (modified). It is respectfully requested that: 

• The examiner consider completely the cited information, along with any 
other information, in reaching a determination concerning the patentability 
of the present claims; 

• The enclosed form PTO-1449 be signed by the examiner to evidence that 
the cited information has been fully considered by the Patent and 
Trademark Office during the examination of this application; 
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Art Unit: 3739 



The citations for the information be printed on any patent which issues 
from this application. 



By submitting this information disclosure statement, the applicant makes no 
representation that a search has been performed, of the extent of any search 
performed, or that more relevant information does not exist. 

By submitting this information disclosure statement, the applicant makes no 
representation that the information cited in the statement is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. §1 .56(b). 

By submitting this information disclosure statement, the applicant makes no 
representation that the information cited in the statement is, or is considered to be, in 
fact, prior art as defined by 35 U.S.C. §1 02. 

It is understood by applicant that the foregoing information will be considered 
and, to the extent deemed appropriate by the examiner, will be reflected in the 
examiner's communication. 




Kirkpatrick & Lockhart 

Nicholson Graham LLP 
75 State Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02109 
Customer No.: 022832 
Tel: (617) 261-3100 
Attorney for Applicant 
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Doc. No. 


Date 
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Subcl. 
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Re. 36,289 


08/31/1999 


Le et al. 












Des. 279,504 


07/02/1985 


Tump 












453,508 


06/02/1891 


Ruby 












730,152 


06/02/1903 


Pitner 












979,342 


12/20/1910 


Schaefer 












1,325,699 


12/23/1919 


Oesterhaus 












1,868,308 


07/19/1932 


Brumfield 












2,170,599 


08/22/1939 


Stricklen 












2,587,364 


02/26/1952 


Mitchell 












2,601,852 


07/01/1952 


Wendt 












2,621,655 


12/16/1952 


Olson 












2,650,593 


09/01/1953 


Weil et al. 












2,880,728 


04/07/1959 


Rights 












3,013,559 


12/19/1961 


Thomas 












3,238,941 


03/08/1966 


Klein et al. 












3,470,875 


10/07/1969 


Johnson 












3,716,058 


02/13/1973 


Tanner 












3,757,781 


09/11/1973 


Smart 












3,760,810 


09/25/1973 


Hoorn 












3,845,772 


11/05/1974 


Smith 












3,858,571 


01/07/1975 


Ruldolph 












4,126,124 


11/21/1978 


Miller 












4,144,876 


03/20/1979 


Deleo 












4,164,225 


08/14/1979 


Johnson et al 












4,210,148 


07/01/1980 


Stivala 












4,216,777 


08/12/1980 


Pridemore 












4,226,239 


10/07/1980 


Polk et al. 












4,234,111 


11/18/1980 


Dischinger 












4,236,470 


12/02/1980 


Stenson 












4,291,698 


09/29/1981 


Fuchs et al. 












4,345,601 


08/24/1982 


Fukunda 
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next communication to applicant. An * indicates references that do not require a copy to be provided 
under 37 C.F.R. §1. 98(d) because a copy was previously cited or submitted in a prior application, 
which is relied upon under 35 U.S.C. §120. 
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Date 
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Filed 






4,414,908 


11/15/1983 


Eguchi et al 












4,415,092 


11/15/1983 


Boyer 












4,440,171 


04/03/1984 


Nomoto et al. 












4,469,101 


09/04/1984 


Coleman et al. 












4,474,174 


10/02/1984 


Petruzzi 












4,493,319 


01/15/1985 


Polk et al. 












4,597,390 


07/01/1986 


Mulhollan et al 












4,607,620 


08/26/1986 


Storz 












4,615,472 


10/07/1986 


Nash 












4,621,640 


11/11/1986 


Mulhollan et al 












4,637,816 


01/20/1987 


Mann 












4,665,906 


05/19/1987 


Jervis 












4,672,979 


06/16/1987 


Pohndorf 












4,706,653 


11/17/1987 


Yamamoto 












4,721,103 


01/26/1988 


Freedland 












4,735,194 


04/05/1988 


Stiegmann 












4,738,255 


04/19/1988 


Goble et al. 












4,741,330 


05/03/1988 


Hayhurst 












4,759,364 


07/26/1988 


Boebel 












4,794,91 1 


01/03/1989 


Okada 












4,825,259 


04/25/1989 


Berry, Jr. 












4,841,888 


06/27/1989 


Mills et al. 












4,860,746 


08/29/1989 


Yoon 












4,890,615 


01/02/1990 


Caspari et al 












4,898,156 


02/06/1990 


Gatturna et al. 












4,899,743 


02/13/1990 


Nicholson et al. 












4,923,461 


10/18/1994 


Caspari et al 












4,927,428 


05/22/1990 


Richards 












4,932,962 


06/12/1990 


Yoon et al. 












4,936,823 


06/26/1990 


Colvin et al. 












4,946,468 


08/07/1990 


Li 












4,950,285 


08/21/1990 


Wilk 












4,968,315 


11/06/1990 


Gatturna 












5,002,042 


03/26/1991 


Okada 












5,002,550 


03/26/1991 


Li 
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Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with 
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under 37 C.F.R. §1. 98(d) because a copy was previously cited or submitted in a prior application, 
which is relied upon under 35 U.S.C. §120. 



Form PTO-1449 
INFORMATION 
DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT 


Docket No.: B0751/7024 


Serial No.: 10/658,135 


Applicant: Harold M. Aznoian et al. 


Filed: September 8, 2003 


Group: 3739 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Ex. 




Doc. No. 


Date 


Name 


Class 


Subcl. 


Filed 






5,037,021 


08/06/1991 


Mills et al. 












5,037,422 


08/06/1991 


Hayhurst et al. 












5,037,433 


08/06/1991 


Wilk et al 












5,041,129 


08/20/1991 


Hayhurst et al. 












5,046,513 


09/10/1991 


Gatturna et al. 
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5,100,418 


03/31/1992 


Yoon et al. 












5,100,421 
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Christoudias 












5,102,421 


04/07/1992 


Anspach et al. 












5,116,349 


05/26/1992 


Aranyi 












5,123,913 


01/23/1992 


Wilk et al. 












5,125,553 


06/30/1992 


Oddsen et al. 












5,147,379 


09/15/1992 


Sabbaghian et al. 












5,152,769 


10/06/1992 


Baber 












5,163,945 


11/17/1992 


Ortiz et al. 












5,171,251 


12/15/1992 


Bregen et al. 












5,176,682 


01/05/1993 


Chow 












5,193,525 


03/16/1993 


Silverstein et al. 












5,199,566 


04/06/1993 


Ortiz et al. 












5,203,863 


04/20/1993 


Bidoia 












5,207,679 


05/04/1993 


Li 












5,207,690 


05/04/1993 


Rohrabacher 












5,207,694 


05/04/1993 


Broome 












5,211,650 


05/18/1993 


Node 












5,213,093 


05/25/1993 


Swindle 












5,217,486 


06/08/1993 


Rice et al. 












5,220,928 


06/22/1993 


Oddsen 












5,224,946 j 


07/06/1993 


Hayhurst et al. 












5,236,445 


08/17/1993 


Hayhurst et al. 












5,242,431 


09/07/1993 


Kristiansen 












5,254,126 


10/19/1993 


Filipi et al 












5,258,015 


11/02/1993 


Li etal. 












5,258,016 


11/02/1993 


Dipoto et al. 
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5,259,366 


11/09/1993 


Reydel et al. 












5,268,001 


12/07/1993 


Nicholson et al. 












5,269,789 


12/14/1993 


Chin et al. 












5,269,809 


12/14/1993 


Hayhurst et al. 












5,273,053 


12/28/1993 


Pohndorf 












5,281,236 


01/25/1994 


Bagnato et al. 












5,281,237 


01/25/1994 


Gimpelson 












5,282,832 


02/01/1994 


Toso et al. 












5,284,485 


02/08/1994 


Kammerer et al 












5,290,296 


03/01/1994 


Phillips 












5,290,297 


03/01/1994 


Phillips 












5,297,536 


03/29/1994 


Wilk 












5,304,184 


04/19/1994 


Hathaway et al 












5,306,280 


04/26/1994 


Bregen et al. 












5,306,309 


04/26/1994 


Wagner et al 












5,312,438 


05/17/1994 


Johnson 












5,320,630 


06/14/1994 


Ahmed 












5,324,308 


06/28/1994 


Pierce 












5,330,442 _^ 


07/19/1994 


Green et al. 












5,330,486 


07/19/1994 


Wilk 












5,333,624 


08/02/1994 


Tovey 












5,334,200 


08/02/1994 


Johnson 












5,336,229 


08/09/1994 


Nods 












5,344,060 


09/06/1994 


Gravener et al. 












5,354,298 


10/11/1994 


Lee et al. 












5,356,413 


10/18/1994 


Martins et al. 












5,356,416 


10/18/1994 


Chu et al. 












5,364,407 


11/15/1994 


Poll 












5,364,408 


11/15/1994 


Gordon 












5,368,599 


11/29/1994 


Hirsch et al. 












5,368,601 


11/29/1994 


Sauer et al 












5,370,662 


12/06/1994 


Stone et al. 












5,372,599 


12/13/1994 


Martins 












5,372,604 


12/13/1994 


Trott 












5,376,101 


12/27/1994 


Green et al. 
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which is relied upon under 35 U.S.C. §120. 
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5,380,334 


01/10/1995 


Torrie et al. 












5,383,905 


01/24/1995 


Golds et al. 












5,389,103 


02/14/1995 


Melzer et al 












5,391,173 


02/21/1995 


Wilk 












5,391,176 


02/21/1995 


Torre 












5,391,182 


02/21/1995 


Chin 












5,398,844 


03/21/1995 


Zaslavsky et al. 












5,403,346 


04/04/1995 


Loeser 












5,403,348 


04/04/1995 


Bonutti 












5,405,354 


04/11/1995 


Sarrett 












5,405,359 


04/11/1995 


Pierce 












5,409,499 


04/25/1995 


Yi 












5,411,506 


05/02/1995 


Golbe et al. 












5,411,522 


05/02/1995 


Trott 












5,411,523 


05/02/1995 


Goble 












5,413,585 


05/09/1995 


Pagedasa 












5,417,691 


05/23/1995 


Hayhurst 












5,417,697 


05/23/1995 


Wilk et al. 












5,417,699 


05/23/1995 


Klein et al. 












5,423,834 


06/13/1995 


Ahmed 












5,423,860 


06/13/1995 


Lizardi et al. 












5,431,639 j 


07/11/1995 


Shaw 












5,431,666 


07/11/1995 


Sauer et al. 












5,433,722 


07/18/1995 


Sharpe et al 












5,437,680 


08/01/1995 


Yoon 
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08/08/1995 


Benderev et al 












5,443,482 


08/22/1995 


Stone et al. 












5,445,167 


08/29/1995 


Yoon et al. 












5,447,512 


09/05/1995 


Wilson et al. 
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10/17/1995 


Wortrich 
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10/31/1995 


Kolesa et al. 












5,462,559 


10/31/1995 


Ahmed i 












5,462,561 


10/31/1995 


Voda 












5,464,426 


11/07/1995 
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Leroy et al. 
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